Learning about your camera


Learning about your camera
The web is full of excellent information about photography. Many people share their experiences. Knowing how to gather and use photographic information will provide the basis for learning new photographic skills. 

Getting an overview

1. There are many in-depth and professional photographic review sites. To get an overview use http://www.dcviews.com/cameras.htm to look up your camera.
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2. After selecting the camera that you are interested in choose the camera specifications, tips, and reviews link.
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3. Then focus on the Reviews and Forums for discussions. Using this process is an excellent method to gather crucial information.
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4. Recommended in depth review sites include DPreview, Imaging-resource, and DCResource. You can access these review sites directly by going to http://www.cysewski.com/UAF/technews/TechNews.htm 

5. After exploring the reviews and forums accessed through dcview use Google to search for photographic information
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6. Look for new or different links, or for links to dedicated web sites. Try different search terms.
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7. After looking through and exploring the Google information go to www.photo.net and try some searching. Photonet is a community of photographers that share excellent information. I recommend that you join photonet.
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8. Here is an example of a photo.net search, I got better results from not including Lumix
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9. Sometimes it might be useful to look for a similar camera model like the Panasonic LX1.

10. After browsing this information you can look for user group posts through both Google and Yahoo groups. Look for a user group to subscribe to. You can search for group content or for groups. Here is an example form Google Groups. http://groups.google.com/ 
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11. I also tried Yahoo groups and had to look for Lumix to find relevant groups. Sometimes this works and sometimes it does not. The Olympus and Nikon groups are great. http://groups.yahoo.com/ 
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12. To find your camera instruction manual can be difficult, but with persistence you will usually succeed. Start with Google and look for something like your camera model followed by manual or instructions. Or look for the camera manufacturer web site and look for the support link. Sometimes you need to find the European site in order to get the camera manual.
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13. After searching around and trying different methods I set up this search
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14. Even if you have a printed copy of your manual it is good to get a PDF copy so that you can carry it with you. Having the manual can be a great tool to refresh your camera knowledge when you are on vacation. Just keep the manual on a USB key. 
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15. Regularly going to discussion forums is a great method of keeping current on your camera model and on new developments. Here is the Panasonic forum at DPReview. http://www.dpreview.com/forums/ 
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16. Here is a list of the forums that are available at DP Review. http://www.dpreview.com/forums/ 
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i Retouching riew 14mins ago 52,19 445,59





17. The most valuable tool is to find web sites that are dedicated to your camera model or camera manufacturer. Here is an example of a web site dedicated to Olympus Digital SLR and Panasonic SLR cameras. http://www.fourthirdsphoto.com/ 
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18. To learn about your camera, or to learn about cameras that you are interested in purchasing, explore and immerse yourself in the information available, you will be able to gather an amazing amount of useful information. If the information is published as an RSS feed look at bloglines.com to search for information. http://www.bloglines.com/ 
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19. Here is the result of a bloglines search.
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20. The more that you know about your camera and about photographic techniques the more that you will be successful in your photography. With persistence and curiosity you will find your answers.

21. You can also subscribe to RSS feeds using Bloglines or Google Reader. I subscribe to many RSS feeds. I used to us Bloglines, but I now use Google Reader. Here is a list of the photoforums that I subscribe to. The bold indicates that I have unread messages. Normally only the unread messages show.
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22.  If you are interested in using Google Reader query Google and you can get started.
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23. Adding a subscribe button to your browser toolbar makes it easy to subscribe to RSS feeds. Under the Google Reader/Settings/Goodies tab there is a button that you can drag to your toolbar.
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24. I have renamed the button RSS Subscribe on my toolbar.
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25. You can see the button below.
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26. I am going to subscribe to an RSS feed for the Canon Digital Rebel camera forum at DPReview. You can see the red RSS icon on the forum that indicates that it has an RSS feed.
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27. I simply clicked on the RSS Subscribe button and Google Reader opened and allowed me to subscribe.
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28. I can organize my feeds by folders. I have added this feed to my photoforum folder.
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29. You can see that the subscription is successful.
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30. You can include your Google Reader in your customized iGoogle page.
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31. If you install Google Toolbar into your browser it is easy to add links and postings to your web log.
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32. Just browse to a location that you want to share and choose Send to Blogger.
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33. 1001 Noisy Cameras is an excellent page to track current photographic news. I simply right click on the page and choose Send to Blogger.
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34. All I have to do is add a comment and choose the web log and the posting will be published.
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35. The post is complete.
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36. Tracking information is an important strategy to learning to be a photographer. Using Forums, web sites, user groups, and tracking that information with RSS feeds makes it easy to track current information.
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